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senf indications of improvement will con-
tinne, and that at the opening of mnext
session we shall find the outlook much
brighter than it is at present. Y support
the motion.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjorned of 5.30 pan.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.mn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MOTION PICTURES, DIS-
TRIBUTORS' RESTRICTIONS.

Mr. MOLONEY asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been drawn to the clause
in the agreement hetween the distributors
and exhibitors of motion pictures operating
in Western Australia setting out that no piec-
ture shall be shown exeept at an admission
price specified by the distributors? 2, If
50, could he aseertain from the Crown Law
Department the legal position of the distri-
butors in inserting such restrietive clauses

in the agreement? 3, Has his attention heen
drawn to recent legislation in New Zealand
which has had the effect of prohibiting re-
strictions imposed by the distributors on the
exhibitors?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
matter is receiving consideration. 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT.
Carting Subsidy.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: 1, In
order to give farmers concerned some heart
to carry on fallowing operations, do the
Government intend again to pay the wheat
carting bonus in those districts in which it
was paid last year? 2, Will the payment be
on the same scale as last year?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2,
matter will receive consideration.

The

Wheatgrowers' Relief Act.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What amount was reeeived by, or
will he made available to the State Govern-
ment from the Commonwealth Government
under the Wheatgrowers’ Relief Act, 19337
2, What amount has been distributed to
wheatgrowers? 3, At what rate per acre
were payments made? 4, Were all partici-
pants paid on a like basis? 5, If not, what
were the different rates paid, and why the
differentiation? G, What amount has been
retained for further assistanee to necessitous
cases? 7, Is such assistance, if any, to be
confined to clients of the Agricultural Bank?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, £639,493 is available under the Wheat
Growers’ Relief Act, 1933. 2, Distributed
to 21st July, 1934, £447,728. 3, A prelimin-
ary advance was made at the rate of 3s. per
acre, hut in July instructions were issued
to pay an additional 6d., making in all a
total bounty of Js. 6d. 4, Yes, 3, See No.
4. 6, Approximately £65,000. 7, No.

QUESTIONS (3)—RAILWAYS.

Footwarmers,

My, SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: Will he take steps to have foot-
warmers placed in railway carriages on long-
distance country trains during the winter
months?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The matter will be considered in due
course,

Parcels Charges.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that parcels of
varying weights may be sent through the
post to different destinations at a lower
charge than when sent by raii? 2, Is it pro-
posed to review those charges? 3, As the
importance of convenience shouid not be
overlooked, is it proposed to give considera-
tion to the establishment of eentral depots
in Perth for the receipt of pareels to he sent
by rait?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes, in certain cases up to 11 lbs.
in weight, 2, No. 3, This matter is under
consideration.

Rate Book.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it the intention of the Com-
missioner of Railways fo issue a new Rate
Book? 2, If so, when?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, This matter is at present under
consideration. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—PSYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Premier: 1,
Do the Government intend to establish a
State Department of Psychology as re-
quested by numerous deputations representa-
tive of every section of the community? 2,
Has the main equipment been kept intaet at
the former clinic, as promised by both
previons Governments? 3, If the Govern-
ment do not accede to the request, what
action will he taken to meet this deep social
need which all Governments have admitted
exists, and which has received the sympathy
and support of every section of the com-
munity ?

The PREMIER rteplied: 1, It is not the
intention of the Government to re-establish
the Psychological Clinic, for the reason that
it is extremely diffienlt to find safficient
funds to maintain public and social services
at present existing. 2, Yes. 3, The matter
will be considered when finances permit.

QUESTION—STATE TRANSPORT CO-
ORDINATION ACT.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: In
view of the expressed opinion of the magis-
trate hearing the transport appeals that it
is a pity the court camnof sit in country
centres to obtain eountry evidenece, will he
make the necessary financial arrangements
to enable the court to sit in some country
towns ?

The PREMIER. replied: If, in the opinion
of the magistrate who is hearing these ap-
peals, it is necessary for him to sit in coun-
try centres he can request the Crown Law
Department to permit him to do so, and the
department would then give the matter -on-
sideration.

QUESTIONS (2)—NORTH-WEST.
Cattle Pleuro Test.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Minister for
Agrieculture: 1, How many Anna Plains
cattle have been subjected to the Turner
Complement Fixation Test? 2, Have any
reacted to the test? If so, how many?
4, Have beasts that have reacted to the test
been slaughtered? 5, If so, how many? 6,
Have any of those beasts shown definite
symptoms of pleure? 7, If so, how many?®

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 2,318, 2, Yes. 3,46. 4, Yes. 5,
46. 6, No. 7, Nil.

Aerial Medical Service.

Mr. RODOREDA asked the Minister for
Health: 1, How far have negotiations pro-
ceeded for the inauguration of an aerial
medieal service for the North-West? 2, Are
the Government taking any active part in
the negotiations? 3, Will the Government
exercise any real control over the serviee
when in operation? 4, Can he give an ap-
proximate idea when the service will com-
mence in Hedland, Roebourne, and Onslow
districis?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Negotiations have proceeded as far as
they can with the company that is due to
take over the North-West aerial contract on
the 1st October; an offer from that company
of acrial transport is awaited. 2, Yes. 3,
Yes; through its departmental representa-
tives on the West Australian Aerial Medical
Services Cowmittee. 4, Not at present, hut
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the Government are desirous of assisting the
service to commence at the eurliest possible
date.

QUESTION—ELECTRICITV SUPPLY.

AMr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Will the extensions to the East
Perth 1Power House enable electricity to
supersede steam on the suburban railways?
2, 1s the Claremont tramway showing a
profit? 3, Mave the recent restrictions on
bus and taxi passengers between Loch Street
and Bay View Terrace, Claremont, had any
effect on the tramway returns?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, No. 3, Yes,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
Royal Commission’s Report,

Mr. LATHAX (without notice) asked the
Premier: Will be give the House an oppor-
tunity fully to diseuss the report of the
Royal Commission on the Agricultural Bank
after the disposal of the Address-in-reply
and before giving effect to the recommenda-
tions contained in the report?

The PREMIER replied: Yes, every op-
portunity will be afforded the House to dis-
cuss the report of the Royal Commission.

BANK.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
the House, unless otherwise ordered, shall
meet for the despatch of business on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 4.30
p.m,, and shall sit vuntil 6.15 p.m. if neces-
sary, and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. on-
wards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered:
That on Tuesdays and Thursdays Govern-
ment husiness shall take precedence of all
Motions and Orders of the Day.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000
Standing Orders—Suspension.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [441]: T move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
snspended as is necessary to enable resolutions

from the Committees of Supply and of Wuys
rnil Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed
those Committees anil alsn the passing of a
Supply Bill through all its stages in one day,
aud to enable the business aforesaid to be en-
tered upon and dealt with before the Address-
in-reply is adopted,

Question put and passed,

Message.

Message from the Lientenant-Governor
received and read recommending appropri-
ation for the purposes of the Bill.

. In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Commit-
tee of Supply, Mr. Sleeman in the Chair.

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Bonlder) [444]: I move—

That therc be granted te His Majesty on
aceount of the service of the year ending thec
30th June, 1933, a sum nuot exceeding
£2,200,000

P. Collier—

This iz the familiar Supply Bill such as
15 introduced at the beginning of each
gession, and it is necessary to enable the
Government to finance their operations
until the passing of the Estimates. These.
I hope, will be introduced at an early date.
If the Bill provided for a period of twe
months, it would be necessary to introduce
a further Bill in the next two or three
weeks, and to obviate that, I am asking
on this oceasion for supply for three
months, and the Bill has been framed ac-

cordingly. The amounts required are as
follows:—
£
Consolidated Revenue Fund .. 1,300,000
General Loan Fund 600,000
Treasurer’s Advance 300,000
Total .. £2,200,000

Revenue expenditure for the three months
under special Acts is estimated at £1,300,-
000, and that under Loan expenditure at
£600,000.  Treasurer’s Advance is, of
course, expenditure which cannot he deter-
mined at the time as a eharge against either
fund. Yt represents an amount of £300,000
advanced to the departments at the begin-
ning of the financial year. The Loan Coun-
cil, ns hon. members will have read in the
newspapers, propose a Loan programme of
£3,150,000 for the year. The amount is,
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naturally, contingent, as all Loan Couneil
approvals at the beginning of the financial
vear are, upon that hody heing able to raise
the necessary funds. Of the amount men-
tioned, £150,000 is wtended for the esten-
sion of the East Perth Power House.

Question put and passed.

Resolution and the

adopted.

reported, report

Committee of Ways and Means.

The House laving rerolved into Com-
wittee ol Wavs and Means, Mr. Sleeman
in the Chair,

The "REMIER: I move—

That towards making pood the Supply
granted to Hiy Majesty for the servives of
the year ending 30th June, 1935, n sum not
exceeding £1,300,000 he granted out of Coa-
solidated Revenue, £500,000 from the General
T.oan Fund and £€300,000 from the Publie Ae-
counts for the purpose of temporary advances
to he made by the Treasurer.

Question put and passed,

Resolution and the

adopted.

reported, Teport

Bill fitroduccd, ete.

Tu accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages, and transmitted to the Legislative
Couneil,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 2nd August.

MB. LATHAM (York) [453]: Last
Thursday we had the opportunity of
listening to the Speeeh of His Excellency
the Tieut.-Governor. I c¢annot say that
that Spcech conveyed to the public much
information that they did not already pos-
sess. Tt gives a very full account of the
work of the Government during the past
vear, and that feature lhas already been
amplified in the Press of the State. T re-
peat, very little information of a new
character was given to the people. The
Speech sets out concisely the position of
publie affairs, though I wonld not say,
after having stood in another place for a
long time, that the Speech does so briefly.
At this stage may I join with the Govern-
ment in expressing the great pleasore that

iz felt at His Majesty’s having been pleased
again to allow a member of the Royal
family to visit the State. This will afford
us an opportumty of showing the loyaity
of the people of Western Australia fo the
Crown. I know of no better link to bind
the Empire together than that a member
of the Royal family should visit the various
portions of His Majesty's Dominions. More
partienlarly will sueh a visit be of value to
this State in view of the fact that Western
Australians are making an application te be
permitted to secede from the Common-
wealth.  The visit gives us an opportunity
of proving the fact, which sometimes has
been questioned, that this State is abso-
lutely toyal, notwithstanding its desire to
be diszociated from its Eastern friends. I
think it will generally be admitted that no
part of the British Dominions lhas been
moré loyal to the Crown than Western Aus-
tralia has been, and that fact vemains, not-
withstanding our application (o be permit-
ted to secede from the Commonwealth. I
notice that the Speech again emphasises
the desprrate finanecial position of the
State. I am pleased that that reference
has been made, since it enables members of
this Chamber to realise how much greater
were the difficulties of the previous Gov-
ernment.

Mr, Moloney: The present Government
have rectified many things.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not in any way
sorry that the task of the present Govern-
ment is easier, but I bear in mind that in
the pnst T have sometimes heard unkind
things said about the previous Government
beeause of their lnck of finance. I am glad
that the present Government, althongh they
have additional national income, still deem
it advisable to draw the attention of the
public to the desperate position of State
finance.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: One cannot do mueh
without finance.

Mr, LATHAM: T wish that fact had Leen
fully appreciated by hon. members opposite
when they were or this side of the House,
May I point out to the Government that it
is very little advantage to eall attention
to the facts unless steps are taken te check
extravagant expenditure. It is useless to
tell the people that the Government have
great difficulty in finaneing unless the fact
is brought home to the public. We have to
realise where Government monew comes
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from. Too much thought is given to the
spending of money rather than to the earn-
ing of it. Like every other member of the
House, | realise how easy it is to spend
other people’s money. In this Chamber
the Ministry have every opporlunity of
spending other people’s money. We should
realise that, after all, it is no use merely
saying that things have improved. Of course
things are better, but all the betterment
of State finance comes from our industries.
Until our industries are firmly established
we cannot again have that prosperity which
until a little while ago we enjoyed. Let us
turn our attention to the earning side
rather than to the spending side. We all
know that the expenditure of horrowed
money is a mere palliative which eventually
must get us into trouble. Last session, I
drew the attention of the House to the
faet that about 50 per eent. of the State
revenue goes in interest. That represents
a tremendons amount of money to draw
from industry. If we go on continually
borrowing money, we must reach a stage
when industry will not be able to pay the
interest bill. Therefore we must turn our
attention to ecare in the expenditure of
money. Undoubtedly things have improved
and are improving, and our industries are
returning a great deal more than they did
a year or two ago. It is our dufy to see
whether it is not possible for us to do
with less in the way of loan funds, by
living within our means. In the case of
gold mining there has heen a considerable
advance.

The Minister for Justice: The price of
gold has advanced.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, but we must not
lul} ourselves into the helief that gold iz go-
ing to remain at that enhanced price for
all time. Undoubtedly we should make the
most of the position while the price is high.
Last year there was an improvement in the
price of wool. I aceept the word of the
Government for it that there is an im-
provement in the timber industry, but I can-
not accept their word that there is improve-
ment in the fruit and dairying industries.

Mr. Mann: Nor in the wool industry.

Mr. LATHAM : There was a cerfain im-
provement in the wool industry last year,
but we have not had an opportunity of test-
ing what price wool is likely to bring this
year. I hope that if we are to be disap-
pointed in our anticipations, the disappoint-

ment will be on the right side. I have
watched the Press closely, and the only sales
of which I have seen reports have becn in
London, In view of my knowledge of the
Murchison stations, I regard an average
price of 1s. 2d. as fairly reasonable, especi-
ally as 25 per eent, has to be added to
Australian curreney. But Australia has
not yet been able to test out what the price
of wool will be for this year. Although
prices are improving, I warn members oppo-
site that we should profit by the lessons of
the distressful period of which we have had
such experience. It is useless living in a
fool’'s paradise, and we are apt to forget
too easily. Moreover, I am anxious that
members opposite shall have no opportun-
ity to say that they received no warning in
this respect. The second matter referred to
in the Governor's Speech to which I will
refer, indicated how the Government had
been able to improve the posifion regarvding
unemployment.  Everyone in the State is
anxious {o see an improvement effected, but
the Govermnent neglected to tell the people
—the member for Gasecoyne (Mr. Wise)
thought it better fo leave the matter alone—
how the improvement had been effected. It
has been made possible because of the addi-
tional loan funds available to the Govern-
ment. Even so, it must be borne in mind
that the improvement arises not from the
standpoint of the direct employment of men
by the Government, but from the faet that
more money is sebt in circulation. It will be
realised, therefore, that the provision of
additional loan funds had a great effect on
the improvement regarding wunemployment.
If we desire to effect any real improvement,
however, we should aim ai placing men back
in their customary avocations or forms of
employment. It is unwise, as the member
for Gascoyne pointed out, for the Govern-
ment to be the employers of all the addi-
tional labour. On the other hand, industry
should be encouraged to absorb more mep.
We must admit that the recent Common-
wealth loan flotation may be regarded as an
indication of the amount of money that is
available. We cannot forget that the money
was invested at 3 per cent. and 3% per cent.,
whereas people who have money to invest
would, one would think, be more inclined to
place it in industry that would return a con-
siderably greater percentage.

Mr. Hegiey: How can we induce industry
to place more men in work?
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Mr. LATHAM: We can do that by watch-
ing for the opportunities that are available
for the absorption of men. I will give the
hon. member seme further enlightenwent
on that point later on.

Mr. MHegney: The workers have been
locking for those opportunities for a long
time.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber had better address the Chair.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is the duty of everyone
to endeavour to ascertain how the difficulty
can be overcome, and we can do that if
we set ourselves fo the task.

Mr. Moloney: You do nof aim at being a
Micawber!

Mr. LATHAM: 1 am not too sure that
there has not bren a lob of “waiting for
something o turn up” in the attitude of
many people, and to an extent that applies
to the Govermment as well, I have already
indicated the ¢ireumstance that admitted
of the improvement being effected by the
Government. The loan allocations avail-
able to the Government represented
£795,000 more last year than previdusly.
The latest amount availahle was £2.750,000,
whereas during the previous yvear the loan
funds available represented £1,935,000. To
that we have to add the inerease of revenue,
which was £149,544, and then we arrive at
the total inerease of revenue and loan funds
that the Government received at £944544.
That amount should be sufficient to provide
5,249 men with full-time work at the basie
wage. In that event, it wonld have ab-
sorbed all the men who were provided with
sustenance last year. The increase in the
basic wage will not affect the Government
to a great extent. They will have to pay
1s. 6d. extra, but most of that money will
be derived from loan funds. At the same
time 1s. 4d. of the additional amount will
he returned to the Government as revenue
under the financial emergeney iax, so that
in reality the Government have merely to
find an additional 2d. On the other hand,
it will appreciably affect the private em-
ployers.

The Minister for Justice: It will affect
the railways to the extent of over £30,000.

Mr. LATHAM: But the Government will
teceive that 1s. 4d. out of each additional
1s. 6d. ther have to pay.

The Minister for Justice: That is not so.
Very few railway employees are on the

19
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hasic wage; nearly all are 1 receipt of more
than that umount.

Mr. LATHAM: The increase in the hasie
wage will probably have the effect of bring-
ing a large proporlion over the 10s. margin,
and they will have te pay an additional 4d.
in tax, I am sure there will be a consider-
ohle amount of additional revenue for the
Government. Then again, those who are
working for private employers will have to
provide more revenue becaunse of the in-
crease in the hasie wage.

The Minister for Justice: Do you know
that 10 per cent. only of the workers are
in receipt of the basic wage, and they are
ull subject to the tax now?

Mr. LATHAM: Quite a large number
were not subjeet to the tax. The Minister
for Fmployment did not tell us how many
tnen were on part-time work, and they will
also, in all probability, be affceted.

The Minister for Employment: No,

Mr. LATHAM: Of course they will.

The Minister for Employment: They will
not be affected. You have not read the Act.

Mr. LATHAM: If they are not in receipt
of the basic wage, they will not be affected,
but T know quite a large proportion of
thein will be affected.

The Minister for Employment: Of course
some will be.

The Minister for Justice: But very few.

AMr. LATHAM: It is logical to conclude,
therefore, that the additional amount of
£1,000,000, in round figures, that the Gov-
ernment have at their disposal will be the
means not only of providing work for those
who are unemployed, but already it has
considerably aided private enterprise in
making more work available to men whe
were formerly a charge on the State.

The Minister for Emplovment: You are
not complaining about that?

Mr. LATHAM: No, I am merely drawing
attention to the fact., I am not here all
the time to complain, but if the Minister
desires me to do so, I will have to change
my Tole,

Mr. Ferguson: And you would be too
miserahle.

Mr. LATHAM: The improvement regard-
ing the employment problem has been
manifest throughout Awustralia, but the
probabilities are that Western Australia
shows o greater real improvement than any
of the Eastern States. I would draw atten-
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tion to figures that appeared in the Press
recently, for they disclose the position
clearly.  The following table gives the
percentage of nnemployment as at the 30th
June, 1932, and as at the 30th June, 1934,
respectively:

1932, 1934,

Per cent. Per cent.
New South Wales 32.2 25.0
Vigtoria 27.7 18.0
Queensland 19.9 12,7
South Australia 35.2 254
Western  Australia 30.3 18.3
Tasmania .. 274 179
Australian average .. 30.0 20.0

Thosze figures give uws hope for the future
and hearten our belief that the position is
improving. At the same time, on aecount
of that improvement, we should be more
careful now than we were when we were
compelled to safeguard the position. I pro-
pose to say something regarding the eom-
punlsory unionism policy of the Government.
This matter has received a great deal of
publicity, and has been freely discussed in
nearly every quarter. I feel that the action
of the Govermment in dismissing men from
employment Decause they would not join
the Australian Workers’ Union, was not in
the best interests of the State. Nothing
shonld be more strongly condemned than the
adoption of such a policy.

The Minister for Justice: You are sure
of your statement?

Mr. LATHAM : Yes.

The Minister for Justice: The men were
dismissed becanse they would not join one
union?

Mr, LATHAM: Well, at any rate, to join
4 union.

The Minister for Mines: Can you quote
one definite instance?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and the Minister
knows I can.

The Minister for Mines: Well, your state-
ment is absolutely untrue, and you know
it.

Mr. LATHAM: I claim that my state-
ment is perfectly correct. Men were dis-

wsed from their employment because they
would not join a union.

The Minister for Mines: That is not what
you said before.

Mr. LATHAM:
most likely to join?
cheapest union.

The Minister for Mines: Do you expect
us to pick the union for them?

Which union are men
The AW.U. is the

Mr. LATHAM : Men are not likely to join
the most costly union. If they happened to
be financial members of a union, they would
probably be allowed to remain in their
organisation, It was a miserable trick to
dismiss men because they would not swear
allegiance to a wmion of another man’s
choosing.

The Minister for Jusiice:
fair.

Mr, LATHAM: T do not object to a man
joining a union, but I do object to compul-
sory unionism.  What would present-day
Ministerial members have said if, when the
previous Government were in power, we had
stipulated that no man counld secure employ-
ment unless he joined the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association or the Wheatgrowers’
Union ?

The Minister for Emplovment: They cer-
tainly did not push ahead men who were
members of their unions, did they?

Mr, LATHAM: No, and I hope that is
not being done to-day.

The Minister for Emplovment: You would
not do that!

AMr. LATHAM: No.

The Minister for BEmployment: Member-
ship of a union should not be to a man’s
detriment.

Mr. LATHAM: It was noi in our
time, and never has heen done, so far as T
am aware.

Mr. Hegney: It has been done.

Mr. LATHAM: Our attitude was always
that so long as & man could do his job pro-
perly, it did not matter whether he was a
unionist or not.

The Minister for Employment: That was
the theory, not the practice.

Mr. LATHAM: It will be admitted that
men’s views regarding an individual's capa-
bility, his judgment, character and so on,
may vary. It was never our policy to do as
the Ainister suggests.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Pri-
mary Producers’ Association members have
their fees deducted from their eream cheques.

Mr. LATHAM: That is not compulsory;
it 15 purely voluntary.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, no.

Mr, LATITAM: Yes, it is.  They ecan
give an order on their cream cheques,
and the deduction is made. On the other
.and, we have never said to fhem, “You
shall not have a block of land unless you
give us a proeuration order.”

That is noi
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The Minister for Agriculture: You are
skating on 1hin iew.
Mr. LATHAM: One of these days

we may advance vo that we will stipulate
that perzons concerned shoald be members
of our oreanization. When that day arrives,
1 can imagine what will be said by mem-
bers sitting opposite.

My. Moloney: You would de it in a move
scienfific way than that.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not flatter myself
that we could do it better than the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Agriculture: You have
made a mistake in this instance,

Mr. LATHAM: No. I do not know what
the Government’s present policy is, but there
must have been some change, because I have
not heard -much ahout it recently.

The Minister for Aines: Thag is because
the complaint died a natural death.

Mr. LATHAM : It may be that the Min-
ister eoncerned endeavoured to give effect
to his ideas but the error of his ways was
pointed out to him, and he was led back to
the narrow path. To revert to the peint I
was making, there are workers on part-time
employment who are not in receipt of the
basic wage.

Mr. Wilson: But they get more than they
received from your Government.

Mr. LATHAM: If we had had the money
the present Government have had at their
disposal, we conld have placed the men in
full-time employment,

The Minister for Mines: In your last
year vou had as much as we had.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 wish the Minister
for Mines would visit the Under Trea-
surer and get the facts from him, It is
absolutely deplorable that a Minister should
come here with a lack of knowledge, such
as he has dizplayed.

The Minister for Mines: There is no lack
of knowledge. For instance, there was that

750000 that vou had no right fo have. T
would like to know where you got that
from.

Members: That was a prinfer’s ervor.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so.  Anvhow,
that does not justify the statement made by
the Minister just now.

The Minister for Mines: Ii is true, just
the same.

Mr. LATHAM: We there protesied
when the financial emergency ecut was
partially restored; we pointed out that if

tuere was anything to give away, we ought
to bring the unemployed hack to full time.
I regret that the Commonwealth Govern-
meat have sren lit partially to restore the
financial cot, without giving the States an
opportunity to do likewise for their em-
plovees. I notice that the Economic Coun-
¢l have come in for their usual commen-
dation from the Government. I am pleased
te know that thev are rendering such val-
uable services. The only opportunity I have
had te judge of their work was afforded
by the huilding of two houses on the City
Beach estate. T hope that is not to be
taken ns an indication of the value of other
work they are doing.

The Minister for Employment: The Eco-
nomie Couneil did not build those houses.

The Minister for Mines: No, they had
nothing to do with the huilding.

The Premier: The houses were like
Topsy, they “growed.”

Mr. LATHAM: And they “growed”
very crookedly. Will the Minister tell
me that the chairman of the Eecono-
mic Council was not the chairman of that
huilding committee?

The Minister for Employment: The
chairman of that building committee wras
Mr. C. P, Smith.

Mr. LATHAM: Then what position did
Myr. Harold Boas fill? I saw that Mr. Boas
presided at some of the meetings of the com-
mittee. T notice that these people through
the Press arc sasking the Government to
build eheaper homes. They want to go
on with this wo k, but T hope the Govern-
ment will not agree. Yf there be a more
highlv qualified authority for the bailding
of homes than the Workers’ Homes Board,
T zhould like to know where they are to be
found, Tet me give the House some figures,
so that members may determine for them-
selves whether we should hand over to this
unanthorised hody the building of cheaper
honses, or whether we should cenfine it to
the Workers’ Homes Board. Those people
had £1,000 given to them by the Lotteries
Commission for labour on those two build-

ings.  Then they had the lapd given
them by the City Council, and as
far as T know everyr hit of material
was supplied to them. T do not

know of anv that was purchased. I went
throngh the baildings and I saw that this
was given by somebody, and that was don-
ated by somcbody else, and the fittings were
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supplied free of cost, right through bhoth
huildings.  They were given the material
and the land and the cost of labour; that
is to say, if the cost of labour was £1,000,
for I doubt whether they spent so much in
labour on those buildings. The supervision
was free, the architeet's services were free,
vet those two buildings were sold for £1,850.
And there was great difficulty in getting a
sale for them, for when they were put up
by aunction there was not a reasonable bid
offered. It demonstrates that, after all, the
departmental officers are not such bad busi-
ness people as some would have us helieve;
we can take this as proof that our own peo-
ple ean do the work very much better than
can any outside authority.

The Minister for Mines: I am afraid the
houses are not of the class that is going to
take on in Western Australia,

Mr. LATHAM: What we require to do
is to pnt up a class of house in which the
worker can afford to live.

Mr, Sleeman: That is right.

Mr. LATHAM: I know of no betier in-
vesiment for a worker than the procuring
of a house from the Workers’ Homes Board.
It may be that we shall have to get back
to a cheaper design than that which we have
built to at Subiaco, but no doubt there is
good value in those houses. What this build-
ing committee have done has shown us what
ought not to be done, namely build & house
at a very high cost and sell it for less than
that amount.

The Minister for Employment: The pur-
pose in building those houses was to give
an impetus to the building trade.

Mr. LATHAM: Does the Minister seri-
ously suggest that the building of two houses
at the extremity of metropolitan seftlement
provided an impetus to the building trade?
The greatest impetus given to the building
trade was the using of the cheaper material
that was being offered at the time.

Mr. Moloney: Certainly that was cheap
material.

Mr. LATHARM : Yes, but no one else can
build houses on those lines. In view of the
donations made, the building of the fwo
houses had no effect at all on the building
trade beyond glorifying a few people in that
trade.

The Minister for Employment: It is not
fair to say they were in the business for
that.

Mr. LATHAM: T did not say so. How-
ever, I hope the Government will not hand
over the building of eheap homes to anybody
outside the Public Service. The Workers”
Homes Board could well be employed in
building cottages of cheap design.

The Minister for Mines: You ought to
have a word with the local authorities and
induce them to desist from declaring brick
areas.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister has not a
good memory. When in office, we tried to
urge the local authorities to permit the build-
ing of wooden houses, and it was surprising
the opposition that came from this side of
the House. But I say that instead of huild-
ing honses, we should turn our attention to
efforts to help our primary industries. If
once they again became flourishing we should
get back to the position of increasing the
national income. His Excellency’s Speech
made reference to the improvement in the
timber trade. In a trade publication ¥
noticed the other day that for the first quar-
ter of this year Great Brifain imported
70,000 cubic feet of sieepers from within
the Empire, but brought in from cutside the
Empire a million cubi¢ feet of sleepers.
Something might be done to see if we counld
not get part of that increased trade. We
have to get money overseas fo meet our
overseas indebtedness, and I know of no bet-
ter way fo assist our own people than by
trying to obtain that market available at
Home. While the secession delegation are
in England, if they have any spare time they
might turn attention to placing some of our
hardwoods in the Old Country. Another
improvement we might bring about would
be to induce the Transport Board to be rea-
sonable in their adminjstration of the Trans-
port Co-ordination Aect. By that means we
might prevent a good deal of increased
unemployment. Many people who to-day
are driving motor trucks or working in
repair shops will find themselves out of
employment if the Transpert Board do not
take steps to carry ouf the instructions of
arliament. We should protest against
the appointment to the board of men who
are already fully ocenpied, and so cannof
give to the work of the board the time and
attention it deserves. Take AMr. Munt, the
chairman of the board: he still carries on.
his work as Under Secretary of the Publie
Works Department. He is a very capable.
officer, but he can be overloaded. A seat on.
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the Transport Board should be a full-time
job, instead of which Mr, Munt has first to
attend to his departmental work, after
whieh if he has any time to spare, he can
devote it to the adninistraiion of the
Transport Co-ordination Act.  Then we
have as a member of the board, Mr. Bath,
another capable man already fully occu-
pied. I suppose there is searcely a busier
man in the State than Mr, Bath, for he has
interests in co-operative concerns, in bulk
handling, and in other activities, notwith-
stunding whieh he is appeinted to the
board. Then the remaining member, Mr.
Hawkins, also is fairly fully oceupied. In
my view the importance of the Aet would
justify the members of ihe board devoting
the whole of their time to their work.

The Minister for Justice: But good men
are always busy.

AMr. LATHAM: Quite a lot of good men
are idle to-day.

Mr. Sleeman: Too right!

Mr. LATHAM: While we might not have
got the very men we wanted, it would
have been wholly desirable to appoint to
the board men who would have left their
previous employment for the new work.
All that the board has done has been to re-
duce licenses. Parliament did not intend
that. The Minister in charge of the Bill,
and the Government themselves, led us all
to believe that they wanted the board to
co-ordinate transport services. There is no
eo-ordination in refusing licenses to people
who want them.

The Minister for Justice: The board has
been operating for only a month.

Mr. LATHAM: Longer than that. The
Minister knows that he asked for certain
powers by setting aside the Interpretation
Aect so that the board might be appointed
beforehand and draft regulations, and get
cverything ready for the administration of
the Aet. The board should have set about
seeing what it was possible to do in the
matter of co-ordinating services. I am dis-
appointed that they did not go to ithe
Railways and say: ‘““We find that the
country people complain that your service
is not efficient. Cannot that be improved
first?” That should have been the initial
step in the co-ordination of services.

The Premier: But you do not know that
they have not consulted the railways.

Mr. LATHAM: T daresay they have,
through Mr. Hickey.

|0 . 29
The Minister for Justice: You and your
friends did not hestitate to eriticise themi.
Mr. LATHAM: We were justified in pat-
fing up the for all  the
board did was simply to refuse licenses.
The Minister did not intend that.

The Minister for Justice: They have not
done that. They refused some licenses.

Mr. LATHAM: About 50 per cent. They
sat in their office, did not go into the
country to see whal services the applicants
for licenses were rendering. The board had
not time for that. They simply let things
Bo, saying ‘“they will adjust themselves
afterwards.”” In my view the Government
did wrong in appointing a board which
could not devote their full time Lo the
work.  The Premier just now asked how
did T know that the board did not eonsult
the railways. I know one man running a
truck who informed the board that he
would pick up the goods in town here, con-
vey them to the railways and, if they would
give him a railway truek he would. at the
other end of the railway journev, lift the
goods and deliver them. The board said
they had nothing to de with that, and ad-
vised him to put it up to the railways, He
did so, and the Railways said, ”i\‘othing
doing.” What ke had in mind Was proper rg-
ordination, and what had ‘been done in
South Ausiralia. That wonld have been
the right thing to do here.

The Minister for Mines: Were any
licenses reduced in South Australia.
Mr. LATHAM: I daresar.

The Minister for Mines: T thought vou
were suggesting that none had heen reduced
there. ‘

Mr. LATHAM: I &id not sev that. In
South Australia, the authorities went out
into the country to see things for themselves,
and to find out whether it wasz not possihle
to use all the transport on the roads for the
same purpose that Parliament intended the.
transport to be used in this State. Parlia-
ment intended that al! forms of transport
should be of service to the railwax syslem.

The Minister for Justice: It took them
two years in South Australia to do any-
thing, whereas we have done something in
half the time. )

Mr. LATHAM : What are these men woing
to do for a living? Thev will have {o go0-
to the Government for employment.

eriticicm

iahininteiten |
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The Minister for Justice: What happened
to those teamsters who used fo cart things
wut to vour farm?

Mr. LATHAM: They went somewhere
elee. As  the railway went through. it
opened up new country, and instead of carf-
ing on one side of the line the teamsters
carted on the other side. T wunt to see men-
bers of the hoard ont in the country investi-
rating complaints. TLet them see if they
cannot put up to the railways something
that wiil give a better service to the people.
If they do that I will be satisfied. The douht
in my mind is whether the members of the
board can do this work.

The Minister for Justice: The Government
have every confidence in them.

Mr. LATHAM: Does the Minister think
that either Mr. Munt or Mr. Bath can do
this work?

The Minister for Works: Mr. Bath ig
thoroughly acquainted with the country.

Mr. LATHAM: Does he know enough
about it to decide every point from his office?

The Minister for Works: There is no need
for me to travel all around the country to
decide points in my office. It is the same
with Mr. Bath.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister frequently
goes into the country and satisfies himself
on one point or another.

The Minister for Works: Mr. Bath has
travelled over the State as much as you or
I have done.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 venture to say that no
span in the city was more surprised than Mr.
Bath when this position was offered to him.
He has never heen edncated up to this class
of work. He has, through his association
with the co-operative movement, heen more
interested in the parts of the State along
the railway lines. He has not been
acquainted with anything concerning the
transport services of the country.

The Minister for Works: No man knows
it better, except perhaps Mr. Munt.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not agree.  The
board has not done right in reducing licenses
as they have. They should have gone into
the couniry to find out for themselves how
the transport services could be co-ordin-
ated.

The Premier: No purpose whatever wouid
have been achieved if a considerable number
of licenses had not been refused.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not think the Pre-
mier ever believed that so many licences

would be refused. HMe said the board would
be used in such a way that employvment
would be found for delicensed persons on
feeder roads to the railwavs. What oppor-
tunities have heen offered to delicensed per-
sons to engage in transport along feeder
roads?

The Minizter for Works: Everyone of the
delicenzed persons was offered feeder roads,
and only one man accepted the offer. Now
these fellows are appealing to the Court
and asking for adjowrnments in order that
they may look for feeder roads.

Mr. LATHAM: If the Minister has in-
formation on that point, I shall be glad if
he will give it to the House. I should like
to know what offers were made, and whether
the men concerned were likely to be fully
employed if they accepted such offers,

'Lhe Minister for Mines: Of course, they
all want to carry stuff alongside the rail-
ways,

Mr. LATHAM: That may be so. Our
railways are the cheapest in the world
from the constructional point of view. I
c¢annot understand how private cnterprise
can compete with the service. PPeople have
to buy expensive trucks, and it costs a good
deal to run them.

The Premier: But they work from 18 lo
20 hours aday.

Mr. LATHAM: Power was given in the
Act to limit the hours of employment.

Mr. Raphael: Some of the drivers, mar-
ried men, are paid only £2 a week.

Mr. LATHAM: I see the lLon. mem-
ber has arrived. We also said that the
awards of the Court must be abided by, I
have no desire to stress this matter further,
but I do wish to enter my protest against
the hoard baving failed to do what Parlin-
ment intended.

The Minister for Works:
member of Parliament knew what
bappen, .

AMr. LATHAM: I did not know.

The Minister for Works: Later on I will
quote from some speeches that were made
on the subject.

Mr. LATHAM: It is unnecessary Lo
delay the proceedings by quoting specches,
hut, if the Minister so desires, I ean quote
several. We do not want the whole husiness
gone over again. Reverling to the Speech,
and the references in it to wheat and wool,
it must he pleasing to those who are en-
gﬂgﬁd in the agriﬁultural industry, and

I think every
would



[7 AvcusT, 1934.3 31

others who are dependent upon it, thai there
has been an jmprovement in the price of
wheat, and that for this year the Federal
Government have guaranteed a price of 3s.
per bushel. That will mean a considerable
improvement in the price to the growers, It
represents 3s. a bushel for. at port, plus
the distribution of £4,000,000 amongst the
wheat producers of Australia,

Mr. Raphael: That will disappear after
the clections.

AMr. LATHAM: We do not know why
wheat has been so cheap for a number
of vears. [DPossibly adverse reports from
Ameriea and the Continent have eansed the
price to improve. We do not wish other
conntrtes any harm, bt we hope the price
will -continwe to improve so that our wheat
farmers may derive some henefit from the
situation. The wool position iz net so en-
eouraging, and it iz diffienlt to =ay what
lies ahead of that particular industry. Sta-
tistieal returns indicate there is no great
carry-over of wool, and we hope for better
prices in the near future. Tt is pleasing to
know that there has heen an improvement
in the gold position. The Government have
certainly taken every opportunity to encour-
aze the development of mining while the
price of gold has heen high. As gold is so0
attractive a proposition to-day, a large num-
ber of mining companies have come inte
existence, and many shows have heen foisted
npon an unsuspecting publie. Every pre-
caution should be takeun to provide that re-
liable information is fortheoming whenever
advice is sought regarding tbe indusiry.
We cannot afford to let Western Australia
get a bad name over gold-mining. seeing
that this State has done so much for Aus-
tralia by itz gold production. Tt is highly
essential that we should preserve our good
name. 1 am néw going to sav somethinz
ahout the distrihution of last year's wheat
honus. For the two vears prior to 1933 the
distribution of the wheat bonus was satis-
factory, but of recent date there has been
a good deal of dissatisfaction over it. I
eannot  understand from what source the
cfficers concerned have ohtained their advice.
The Federal Aect provides that those per-
gons who are entitled to any share in the
erop shall receive their share of the honus.
Take the case of a person who holds letters
of administration, and is given power
by the Court te carry on farming oper-

ations and posserses the power to mort-
gage.  The authorities are refusing to
give the bonus in such cases, as they contend
they have to make the diztribution to the
heneficiariez. Surely verv little commonsen-e
is r¢quired for a person to understand that
the holders of letters of administration ave
in the zame pozition az those to whom pro-
bate has been granted.

The Minister for Land<: The Aet is guite
definite on the point.

My, LATHAM: The persons holding let-
ters of administration, are responsible for
the administration of the estate. I do not
know who wis the genins who devised this
part of the Aect.

The Minister for Lands: Quite a number
of amportant  questions velating  to  the
bonus have been referred to the Federal
Government.

Mr., LATIIAM: It is remarkable that
only in Western Anstralia is this sort of
thing being done,

The Minister for Lands: I suppose you
are justified in assuming that. [ hiave no
facts to support the statement.

Mr. LATHAM: I ean supply information
to the Minister if be wants it. The system
of distribution in this State =eeins v be
quite different from the system in other
States. In New South Wales the authori-
ties are paying a flat rate of 4s. a bushel on
all wheat harvested, and in Victoria are
doing the same thing. In Scouth Australia
the distribution is on the basis of 2s, an
acre, plus 1s. 6d. in the case of necessitous
farmers. The term “necessitous” is inter-
preted very differently in the other States
from what it is in Western Australia.
Everything there depends on the average
per acre. In this State the mecessity of a
farmer is determined by whether or not he
has & wmntor car. That is a <candalous
state of affairs. A farmer may have had a
motor car for many years, and it may be
quite useless to him. In other instances, it
may only be used as a means of conveyance
from the farm to the town, and yet the
owner of snch a vehicle is refused a share
of the hanus. The Minister for Lands is
a farmer, and he knows that some means of
transport from the farm to the town must
be provided.

The Minister for Lands: But yon adopted
that poliey vourself.
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Mr. LATHAM: I do not admit I ever
adopted that policy. In any case it was the
wrong poliey to adopt.

The Minister for Lands:
adopt it.

Mr. LATHAM : Surely it is wrong to de-
termine a person’s necessity by whether
or not he possesses a motor ear.

Mr., Lambert: A very sound reason, too.

Mr. LATHAM: It may have some effect
in Yilgarn. A farmer may be 10 miles from
a siding, and the only light vehicle he may
possess may be a motor ear. Is it to be
imagined that he should walk to the near-
est township, and then carry back his stores
on his shoulders?

Mr. Lambert:
utility runabout.

Mr. LATHAM: What is the difference?
Who would find the money for the econ-
version of a car into a yunabout? That is
only heating about the bush. The necessity
of the farmer should be determined by his
case. ] know of one man who seven years
ngo was presented with a mofor car by his
father-in-law. Because he is in possession
of that vehicle, he cannot get the bonus.
Last year he suffered badly through rabbit
invasion.

The Minister for Lands: You supported
that policy in your last year of oEnce

Mr. LATHAM: This is the first time I
have heard any eriticism regarding the
distribution of the bonus.

The Minister for Lands: And now that
you are in opposition you critieise the
policy.

Mr LATHAM: It is only lately that
the occasion has arrived for eriticising the
system of distribution. As  regards
distribution among persons reputed to
have incomes, I have pointed out
that in Victofia and New South Wales the
pavment is 4s. on an acreage hasis, and
that in South Australia it is 3s. plus 1s. 64.
for necessitous farmers. Although the Com-
menwealth send out the same form to all
the States. this is the sort of thing to which
our farmers are subjected. They are asked
to furnish particulars of sales of wheat,
oatz, harley. hay, sheep, and of bales of
wool, particulars of “sundry sales” and in-
come from other sources, partieulars of
expenditure on super., sacks, oils, twine,
and wages, If the form were eomplebed,
T wonld not mind: but it is not completed,
No other State has adopted this form. As

But you did

A farmer is allowed a

regards other States, there is only one
form, and that is the Commonwealth form,
whicl is available in every State. I have
forms of other States here, and they are
avatlable for the Minister’s perusal. In
Western Australia, on the other hand, there
arg three forms. After the farmer has in-
formed the department that he had a taxz-
able income last year but did not anticipate
having one this year, the following letter is
sent out to him by onr Agricultural Bank—

In connection with your applieation for
assistance under the Commonwealth Wheat
Growers’ Relief Acet, T have to advise that
before your claim can be dealt with, the trus-
tees require that you complete the attached
speeial declaration in respect to your farming
operations for the past two seasons, T shall
be giad if you will have this done and return
the form to this office, togother with wvour
taxation assessment notice.

What a piece of impertinence ! A privi-
leged document to go into the distriet office
of the Agricultural Bank. The Minister
should sce that that is not asked for. In
a court of law the judge would prohably
hand over such a doeument to be read by
certain specified persons, but assuredly he
would not make it available for everyone
in the court to see. The letter concludes—

Please note that the declaration will need to
he witnessed by a J.P. or other competent
witness.

Now I propose to read to the House what
the Prime Minister said when the Act was
being passed—

It is known that many who have received
Government assistanee in the past have not
needed it, Either they were farming wheat
under more favoured eonditions than most, or
they had incomes from other sources. The
object of the Government is to assist those
who are really in nced of assistance, and it
considers that a man who is in a position to
pay Federal ineome tax has not a just elaim
for financial help from the public purse. It is
realised, however, that since June, 1933, there
are |)cople who have suffcred reverses, and it
is likely that there are many who, though they
are subject to tax in respect of their earnings
during 1932-33, might not be similarly eir-
cumstanced in respeet of the eurrent year. The
Government, therefore, proposes to meet these
growers by permitting them fo claim on the
ground that though they reccived income to a
taxable amount in 1932-33, it is unhke]v that
they will receive taxable mcome in 1933-34,
and that there are circumstances by reason of
which it is just that they should receive assist-
anee,

The Government should carry out that in-
struetion. Tf is not the State Government’s
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money, hui the monev of the Common-
wealth Government sent here to assisi our
wheatgrowers,

The DMinister for ILands:
must satisfy the trustees.

Mr. LATHAM: I have
whatever to that.

The Minister for Lands: Yet you say it
is an impertinence to ask for that infor-
mation.

Mr. LATHAM: To ask for the farmer’s
assessment notice is an impertinence. Why
should the Prime Minister provide that the
Commissioner of Taxation shall certify that
a farmer was a taxpayer or was not a tax-
payer?

The Minister for Lands: That refers to
last year. I am referring to this year.

Mr. LATHAM: Would the Minister
for Lands like his assessment notice
to be sent into the Geraldion office for
evervhody to see? A farmer perhaps paid
£2 tax, or may have paid only 2s. 6d.; and
s0 he may he in a worse position this year
becanse of not receiving any honus. After
all, it is not the State that finds the money,
but the Commonwealth; and we must not
lose sight of that fact.

The Minister for Lands: The farmers will
get every penny of the money.

Mr, LATHAM: I hope so. OFf course,
by the payment of the bonus the State
Government are relieved to a eertain
extent. Probahly the Minister has not had
time to go into the matter so far, but he
ought to see that a farmer is not deprived
of the bonus simply becanse he has a motor
car stuck in his shed and is unable to use
it.

The Minister for Lands: In the main I
do not agree that the man who runs a car
and buys petrol should be granted assist-
ance. If the trustees give way to one man,
they will have to give way to all. I do
not consider—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of
the Opposition is making a speech.

Mr. LATHAM: I am getting a little en-
lightenment. I have always objected fo dup-
lication of services, and if the bonus 1s going
to be distributed on that basis, T should pre-
fer to see the Commonwealth officials come
here and distribute the money, though I do
not think thaf, in those cirenmstances, the
State would gei as much benefit.

The Minister for Lands: The Act is not
understandable.

The farmers

no objection

Mr. LATHAM: It is understandable
in Victoria, New South Wales and South
Australia, if not here. In the East the
measure is interpreted liberally, as it ought
te be; whereas here, it is interpreted con-
servatively, If I did not know the Min-
ister for Lands, I would probably blame him
for that. The bulk handling system, of course,
is not anything new. In 1932 it was started
in the Wyalkatchem area, where installa-
tions were made at sidings, and it was
found that farmers carted their wheat past
other sidings in order to obtain the benefit
of the system. Most of them saved from
£50 to £100 in that year by rveason of bhulk
handling, and such a sum means the differ-
ence between success and failure. 1 hope
the member for Middle Swan (Mr. Heg-
ney) will assist me in my efforts to induce
the Government to furnish help in that
direction.

Mr. Hegney: I see that hagged wheat was
higher in price than bulk wheat.

Mr. LATHAM: XNaturally. We know
that bagged wheat is a balfpenny per
bushel higher. The offset against that is
the cost of the bags. Last vear the bulk
handling company installed the system at
53 sidings. Those 53 sidings were instailed
at a cost little more than that of the cost
of bags for one year’s operation.  These
things should be noted especially as it is
sometimes urged that the system has had
oaly a short life. There seems to have heen
vwome sort of opposition to bulk handling
from various sources. The merchants, al-
though they ean do just as they like, huy
wheat in bags or i bulk, or even put up
bulk handling systems of their own if the
Government will grant them the sites. vet
seem to be putting obstructions in the way
of the system. Last year, when the 33 in-
stallations were made, the ecompanv fre-
auently had to aceept unsuitable sites for
bins. In consequence, upon the oceurrence
of unusual rains this vear, they discovered
that many of their sites were in low-lving
country. The sites heid by the merchants
had a capacity of 1,400,000 bushels, and
not 100,000 bhushels in bags was received
at those sites. The second point is the
Railway Department. This is the only
Australian  State  where the Railway
Department has set its face against
the 1nstallation of buik bhandling. If
the price of wheat remains low for
another vear or two, a great deal
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less wheat will he earried over the
railways. The escuce usnally offered for
decline in the railway revenue is that the
railways have not heen carrving the usnal
quantity of wheat.

The Minister for Justice: That is a con-
tributing cause.

Mr. LATHAM: A highly important con-
tributing factor. Here is an opportunity
for the farmer to get a little more income
by saving handling costs, and the Railway
Department do not assist him. The railway
officials should he told- that they must make
themselves subservient to the indastry.

The Minister for Justice: You have a
warped idea of the Railway Department, and
vou seem to express it on cvery possible
occasion,

My, LATIIAM: I shall continue fo ex-
press my opinion at every opportunity. At
the moment [ am merely quoting the excuse
that is put up. The Railway Department
say it docs not pay to earry wheal. Never-
theless, inmediately there is a fall in rev-
enue they say the reason is that the usnal
quantity of wheat has not been carried.

The Minister for Justice: As you yourself
said earlier this afternoon, almost half the
revenue goes away in intervest, whether wheat
15 ecarried or not.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course. If the wheat
farmers eannot continue their operations,
the Railway Department will find themselves
in a very had way. One would think that
the Railway Department would use every
effort to get more wheat from those areas.
That ought to be their aim. I shall nof
allow the Minister for Railways to take all
the blame in this matter, because I am aware
of the attitude of opposition the Railway
Department of this State adopt towards
builk handling. Unreasonable and unneces-
sary charges are made. Motor transpord
cannot compete with the railway serviee.

The Minister for Justice: Let the rail-
ways carry the wheat and the motors carry
the rest?

My, LATHAM: T did not imply anything
of that nature. I have never suggested such
a thing.

The Premier: Let the railways carry the
wheat and super and deliver bags and so
forth, and let the motors carry the other
traffic!

Mr. LATHAM: Not all the commodities
carried on the raads are for the storekeepers.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, and they
pass on the cost.

Mr. LATHAM: I am quite well aware
of what happens in that respect. Last year
the buik handling svstem dealt with
11,150,000 bushels of wheat. Adjoining
farmers are naturally anxions to save costs
by having that facility extended to them,
and they are hoping that something will he
done in the near future.

The Premier: Do they handle the same
quantity ouf as they handle in?

Mr, LATHAM: Pretty well. T will put
the Premier right. The loss that oceurs is
between Fremantle and the port of ont-put,
not between the railway siding and Fre-
mantle. That is wherve the Premier erved.

The Premier: Where did the inferior
quality arise?

Mr. LATHADM: I bave not heard of that.
I can make available some partienlars, if
the Premier desires them, of the oui-turn,
showing no dockage.

The Premier: And not subject to arbitra-
tion. )

Mr. LATHAX: Of course, in this sort of
business there is very often arbitration. Un-
less the departmentai certificate is available,
it is frequently made an excuse for that
step. The board of avbitrators have at times
fixed a dockage of 3d. per quarter, but on
oceasions they have nof done so.

Mr. Patrick: There were big losses on
bagged wheat.

Mr. LATHAM: There always have been
losses. The heaviest losses were experienced
seven or eight years ago under the bagging
system; there were tremendouns losses in the
out-turn. It is nothing new.

The Minister for Justice: The sysiem of
storage is not good.

Mr. LATHAM: Tf the Minister is not
careful, I will quote to him somethiny from
his own paper at Geraldton.

The Minister for Justice: I do nof accept
my gospel from that guarter.

My, LATHAM: There is no bulk hand-
ling system there.. I want the Minister to
explain the necessity for the extra charge
of 9d. a ton for haulage. He knows that
he cannot justify it.

The Minister for Justice: I think I can
eonvince you.

Mr. LATHAM: In New South Wales the
railways have not charged a penny extra
for baulage, and there is a bhig difference
between the attitude of the railway author-
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Wales and  that
Railway  Department
bulk handling.

ities in New South
adopted by the
here with reterence to
In  this State the Westralion Farmers
Ltd. and the Wheat PFool provided
the necessary 1woney tor the conversion of
200 trucks for the pulk handling of wheat,
and the work did not cost the department
one penny,

The Minister for Justice: That is so.

Mr. LATHAM: TUnder the old sys-
tem five different merchants might be en-
gaged in buying wheat at one siding, and
when the wheat came in there would be
four trucks at the site where one firm was
loeated, four or five at another site, and =o
on until the wheat was distribuied hetween
the five buyers. The difference hetween that
and the bulle handling systemn is that under
the latier the wheat is concenirated at one
centre, and there is no shunting to be un-
dertaken. There is far less handling with
hulk wheat than with bagged wheat, and yet
the Railway Department have imposed an
extra charge of 94, per ton on bulk wheat
.45 against bagged wheat. There is no justi-
fieation for it.

The Minister for Justice: T still say that
T can eonvinee even you on the point.

Mr., LATHAM: Perhaps the Govern-
ment mav get Mr. Hale and his friends
to investigate the question,

The Minister for Justice: You might be
|0rT175.

Mr. LATHAM: How ean the Min-
ister jusfify the extra charge of 9d. per
ton for haulage? The money I have referred
to was provided by the Wesiralian Farmers
and the Wheat Pool, so that it did not cost
the Railway Department anything at all.

Mr. Lambert: Tt was the farmers’ money
that was made available.

Mr. LATHAM: Then why should the
railway authorities charge 9d. a ton exira
in the circumstances?

Mr. Lambert: Tt was monev that should
have wone to the farmers direet.

Me. LATHAM: That is not the point.
The Minister cannot justify the additional
charge.

AMr. Wanshbrough: Do vou say that the
200 trucks were converted to deal with the
whole of the bulk wheat?

AMr. LATHAM: XNo. Alterations were
made to other trucks, but the money
for the work was provided by the bulk
handline authorities. Freight was levied on

ilie conveyance of the materials required, so
.t there was no eharge against the rail-
ways at all. It is no wonder that those con-
cerngd with bulk handling are talking ahnat
altering the converted trucks back to their
aririnal condition and then saying to the
railway authorities, “Now, if yvou have any
complaints, make themn.” Will the Govern-
ment forewo the additional charge of 9d.
per ton then? The Government have to pay
the same amount for haulage, and yet with
the bulk system have less shunting to do.

The Minister for Justice: You sav so, and
other people say the contrary. That is how
vou start an argument and reach no eonclu-
sion.

Mr. LATHAM: I want to draw the
attention of the Government to the self-
help nature of the undertaking. The far-
mers themselves— I know I will have the
approval of the Minister for Emplovment in
thiz instance—decided that instead of buy-
ing bags and sending zome £600,000 out of
the State, they [would .handle the hrheat

in bulk and so save that expenditure. Most
of the profit would have gone to——

The Minister for Justice: Caleutta.

Mr. LATHAM: No, I was think-

ing of the foreign shareholders who are out-
side Australia. The farniers, through their
organisations, have not asked the Govern-
ment for a pennyworth of assistanece beyond
requesting the use of sidings where bins
eonld be erected, and for that privilege they
had to pay.

Mr. Sleeman: And they ought to be prond
of what they have got.

Ar. Seward; They are

Mr. LATHAM: It is nol a question
whether they should be prond of them
or not: the point is whether the bins are of
service. The bulk handling svsiem nearlty
paid for itself in one year, and the saving
was represented by the monev that other-
wise would have been expended on bags. T
think that this must bhe about the onlyv time
a request has been made to the Government
for anything, without assistance being re-
quested in one direction or another. It is
true that the bulk handling anthorities asked
for sites, but they were prepared to pay for
them, and they did not ask for a monopoly.
Anvone else was to he allowed to engaze
in hulk handling, and the farmers, if they
desired to do so, could deliver their wheat in
hags. Farmers were allowed to pool their
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wheat, to sell it direct, to warebouse it, or
deliver it in bags,

The Minister for Justice: 1t is just as
though you have all the shop frontages
in Hay Street, and are prepared to allow
anyone else to set up a shop at Wembley.

Mr. LATHAM: That is not the position
at all. R

The Minister for Justice: You have all
the best sites,

Mr. LATHAM: If zones had been
selecied by the merchants, they would have
taken Geraldton first of all, because the
facilities there are most advantageous.

The Minister for Justice: Surely the
Fremantle wharf is just as geod as the
Creraldton whart,

Mr. LATHAM: But not better. There is
shorter haulage and so forth up there.

Mr. Sleeman: Anyway, you are sending
wheat away in shoeking condition.

Mr. LATHAM: We heard that sort of
assertion when we sent wheat away in
hags.

Mr. Sleeman: And the charges were sub-
stantiated.

Mr. LATHAM: When the member for
Fremantle {Mr. Sleeman) was dealing with
that subject, I went down to the port to
inspect the wheat when it came in from
the outer sidings in bulk, and 1 also in-
spected the wheat taken from bags.
Had I been asked to select the better wheat,
I would have chosen the bulk wheat.

The Minister for Works: I think you
had better be careful.

Mr. LATHAM: That was the position.
I will read something from a very respon-
sible newspaper for the information of the
Minister, if he so desires. The cheapness
of the bulk handling scheme is what ap-
peals to the farmer, and he can pay for it
in two years

The Minister for Justice:
nasty!

Ar. Mann: You cannot prove that state-
ment,.

Mr. LATHAM : The scheme is cheap and
effective.

The Minister for Justice: Of course it is
not.

Mr. LATHAM: I eclaim that it is. Tt
has cost the farmers less than a penny
a bushel to handle their wheat, and they
ean develop the scheme with the funds now
available. The Government are aware of
the facts. Money is available in London

Cheap and

for the completion of the scheme and if
that money is procured, it will represent
a considerable sum. If that money were
obtained at once, we could provide a lot
of employment for artisans and other
workers,

The Premier: Of course; as it is there
will be a lot of work for men on recon-
struetion and so on.

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier has had
this matter under consideration for a long
time and I do not know what is the trouble.
I noticed the other day that another com-
mittee had heen set up-

The Premier: No, be fair!

Mr. LATHAM: [ noticed some mention
of the matter, I saw the Minister eight
weeks ago and I thought it was merely a
question of procuring a few particulars,
bat now I notice that he wanis a balance
sheet for every siding.

The Minister for Works: And we must
have them, too.

Mr. LATHAM: Why¥

The Minister for Works: I want to know
whether the secheme is payable. Why
should the balance sheets not be produced?

Mr. LATHAM: The merchants are quite
prepared to buy scrip, as I explained just
now, and would they pay the amount re-
quired if the scheme were not profitabled
That surely should be a definite answer to
the Minister. T do not know why the Min-
ister for Works should objeect $o bulk hand-
ling, seeing that just outside his office sand
has been bulk handled, and no objection
has been raised to it.

Mr. Sleeman: The Minister did not have
anything to do with that.

Mr. LATHAM: As the Minister for
Public Works, he would have something to
do with the work that has been going on
in Maleolm Street. The Premier himself
complained of the obsolete methods we were
applying to the construction of drains.

Mr., Sleeman: What does the Wheat-
growers’ Union think?

Mr, LATHAM: There are a few mis-
guided people among the farmers, as there
will be found in the Labour movement as
well; that will always be so. The other
day the ‘“West Australian’’ published a
pieture of the new hopper trucks that the
Railway Department have had constructed.
Why were those trneks proenred? The Min-
ister knows they were built to save hand-
ling costs. That is a definite reply, too.
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If it is good eponuh for the Railway De-
pariment to make use of the cheapest
methods possible, the Government should
not refuse the farmers the right to act
similarly for themselves,

The Minister for Justice: We may have
different points of view on the question.

Mr. LATHAM: Buf bulk handling has
heen used not only for sand in Malcolm
Street: the system is in operation in
the South-West as well. It will be recog-
ni<ed that those engaged in various indus-
tries are not in as favourable a position ag
the Government from the standpoint of
herrowing money, and ontside organisations
have to save every penny thev can . Tf
we can save £400.000 a year for the
farmers, we should do so quickly. I have
a picture of the ballast trmcks that have
been constructed for the Railway Depart-
ment in order to effeet a saving in costs.
If the Department can do that, surely we
are justified in asking for the same con-
sideration on behalf of the farmers.

Ritting suspended from 6.15 to 730 pm.

Mr. LATHAM: Before tea T was point-
ing out the remarkable opportunity given
to the State to avail itself of the morey that
would be provided for this purpoese, and how
it could absorh a great mumber of artisans
during the winter months, That is one of
the things we ought to take into considera-
tion, becanse it wonld he of advantage to get
foreign capital into the State and would
mean inereased employment. Another point
is the passive resistance that has heen put
up to this progressive scheme of the farmers
themselves. Every day there are inereased
demands coming in for further extensions
of the scheme. T have here a lengthy peti-
tion asking for further facilities, but until
the Government have determined their poliey
towards the scheme, it iz impossible.for me
to reply to it. So I hope that whatever I
may have to say this evening will serve to
bring finality one way or the other in this
matter. One big item is the saving of hags.
The Minister for Emplovment is eontinually
pleading, and rightly so, that we should save
money for Western Australia. No less than
£600,000 =zoes to Caleutta for bags every
vear, and of that amount we shall he able
to save 400,000, which will mean so much
money in eirculation within the State. The
farmers require a lot of work done on their

farm« and if thiz money is available it will
assist to increase employment. Another even
more important thing is that unless the Gov-
ernment determine this matter in the imme-

- diate future, we are not going to get any+4

thing like the bags that will be required in
this State should the Government decide
against further extension of the bulk hand-
ling. Not 25 per cent. of the normal quan-
tity of bags has been ordered this year. This
will be a very serious matter, especially if
the price of wheat goes on rising as rapidly
as it has done within the last few days. Even
it the Government were to say no te any
further extension, it would he better than
leaving the farmers in their present siate
of uncertainty. Members of the House, and
the Government also, are interested in trving
to find the last penny piece for the industry.
If we can save, not only the money that roes
to Calcutta for hags, but also money for
rwine and for handling costs and suchlike—

Mr. Sleeman: And throw a few thousand
men ont of work.

My, LATHHAM: I cannot get that idea out
of myv friend’s head. The adopéion of the
system may mean changing the workers
round a little, but it should not deprive them
of any work. After all, the farmer does not
put bis money in some receptacle in the back
vard; if this money is available to pay his
debts, then the people who have supplied
his services will also have money for fur-
ther emplovment. )

Mr. Sleeman: You will
farmers a choice of systems,

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, we do. The man
that disagrees with us can always put his
wheai in hags. We are not compelling anv-
hody to do something he does not desire to
do. The hon. member knows that the defin-
ite reply to his interjection is this: At every
siding where we have installed bulk handling
there is very little bagged wheat, hardiy any
indeed, aml at some stations none at allj
whereas at others, where wheat of inferior
quality comes in, it has to he hagzed and
stored separately. Last vear a lot of our
trouble arose because we had to provide
accommodation for wheat that ought to have
gone to other sidings. Again, I think we
might give some consideration to the farmer,
who has to work in the broiling sun longer
bours than the usual run of workers have
to endure. Not having to sew his bags gives
him some relief in the summer, in addition
to which he gets his wheat more quickly to

not give the
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market.  Some vemarks have been made
about the dockage of bulk wheat. Naturaliy,
the bulk wheat is open to inspection, and
the apents can guickly tell whether it is of
inferior quality, as against bagged wheat.

Mr. Steeman: Yes, and they have turned
back quite a lot.

Mr. LATHAM: No. The agents of the
buik handling company docked 11,021,000
bushels of bulk wheat £405, and the same
agents docked 9,213,000 bushels of bagged
wheat £428. That is accounted for by the
fact that some of those people think they
ean get an inferior quality of wheat into the
bags, wherea s they cannot do so in the hulk.

AMr. Sleeman: Down at Fremantle T saw
a bag of gravel amongst the wheat.

Mr, LATHAM: What did you do about
it?

My, Sleeman: [ showed if to the ex-Min-
ister for Works, Mr. Lind-ay.

Mv. LATHAM: Ile must have heen
pleased.  Bulk wheat, of course, is letter
protected than is hagged wheat. Insects
cannot geft into ir, and mice cannot affect
it as badly as they can affect bagged wheat.
There was certainly a great deal of dam-
ave last vear, but less amongst the bulk
wheat than in the bugged wheat. Where
bagired wheat was stacked at railway sid-
g+, there was more damage than ever
before, because of the abnorwally heavy
rains at a very early period. [ toll the
Minister for Railways that 1 wou'd read
him some notes from a paper printed and
circulated in his own district. Here is the
extract from the “Geraldton Guardan
and Express” of Tuesday, 31st July, 1934—

Storage of Wheat, The Weevil Pest. Pre-
valence in Geraldton. We are informed that
during the past few wecks eonsiderable quan-
titiecs of wheat have had to be disposed of
loeally und in the metropolitan markets owing
to the ravages of weevil.

The climate of Geraldton, being warm and
moist during the winter months, is particu-
larly conducive to this pest, and unfortunately
this year it has heen very difficult to sell wheat
overscas, with the result that merchants have
had to stack considerable quantities of wheat
in the Geraldton ynrd awaiting sales and ship-
ment, and this, in many instances, remained
in stacks for perieds varying up to five and
Bix months. -

The Mareh rains seriously aggravated the
weevil menace, and made it particularly ¢iff-
cult to deal with the wheat in this zome, and
trucks loaded with bags of weevily and rain-
damaged wheat have had to be railed to the
metropolitan market or sold wherever possible.

There still remains a considerable quantity of
wheat unfit for shipment.

So it is of no use hlaming the buik system
when we get the pest in the bagged wheat,

The Premier: Is that from the wheat-
growers’ newspaper?

Mr. LATHAM: The TPremier will agree
with me that the wheatgrowers’ newspaper
is a fairly relinble publication. TIn addition
to all these obstruetions thrust in the way,
there are still n few misled farmers.

Mr. Sleeman: You will not say that photo-
graphbs lie?

Mr. LATHAM: Tf the hon. member has
given any attention to photography, he will
know how photographs can he made to lie.
Surely he has seen pictures of buildings
under eonstruction looking like veritable
abortions of things, whereas when finished
they looked quite all right.

The Premier: The hon. member would
not ecomment on photographs of ourselves..

Mr. LATHAM: XNone of the finished
buildings was ever photographed, for they
do not <o that sort of thing. However, with
bulk handling there is better organisation
on the railways, for there i¢ less chunting,
sinee the bulk wheat is always in the one
pluce, wheat helonging to different owne.s
heing stacked under the one roof. Then, as
the trucks are pushed up, it does nzt mat-
ter whosze whent is loaded, and so mueh
time is saved. I wonld point out the im-
proved freatment enjoyed by the New
South Wales farmer as against the farmer
of this State, although wheat has played
an important part in the progres of Wes-
tern Australia. In New South Wales the
whole cost of construciton is boine by the
people themselves. The railways assist in
every possible way, and there is not any
departmental officer who will say a word
againsts bulk handling. Every assistance
is given in that State, and I ask that it
be given also to the farmers in this
State. It is most remarkable, too, that the
rent for the land upon which these hins
are built is treble the amount demanded
for the ordinary stacking of wheat. There
is no reason for it. Some, of cource, main-
tain that the buolk handling system will
throw out of employment a lot of men.
Those engaged in handling bulk wheat at
Fremantle have a2 very muech easier job
than thexy had when handling wheat in
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bags. On this point I have here some
information. which reads as follows:—-

It is now possible to consider the actual
nnmbhar of hanre worked in Toaaelingr lhuik wheat
as compared  with bagged wheat.  On  the
223,710 tons loaded hy bulk machines, 54,005
man hours have heen worked, compared with
144244 man hours in the ecase of hagged
wheat, so that bulk wheat has reduced the
i hours by 89,2449 man hours. This is equal
to a relurtion of 39 men on full employment
for one vear, so that the loss to Fremantle is
cguil to constant cmployment for 39 men,

Mr. Cross: Does hulk handling compen-
sate the men thrown cul of emplovin-nt?

Mr. LATHAM: This applies cnly whe-e
we can show what it has actualiv donz, but
the amount of money to be saved will pro-
vide for a vreat many more thin 39 men.

Mr. Cross: That is u matter of opinion.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course it is.
There are some people whom it would be
impossible to convert, no matter how muech
one might attempt to do it. Some would
still declave against the evidenee of their
eves that black was white. T appeal to the
Premier to get Cahinet to make a decision
within a few days. Otherwise farmers will
Dbe handicapped through not having bags.
I have presented arguments in favour of
bulk handling and, if the policy of the Gov-
ernment is opposed to bulk handling, the
Premier should let us know that they are
not going to permit any more sites, so that
farmers can make the necessary arrange-
ments for bag snpplies.

The Premier: We will give a decision
some day this week.

Mr. LATHAXM: Then I shall be per-
fectly satized. I appeal to the Premier
not to have any more committees appointed.
T should not like te be a Minister burdened
with the task of wading through the reports
submitted to Governments. Probably 37
man-hours wounld he reruired to consider
the reports.

The JMinister for Emplovment: It would
provide work for the mnemployed.

My LATHAM: T thank the Min-
ister for that interjertion. That amount of
money saved wonld vrovide Fuoll-time work
for every man now enzaged on part-iime
work,

The AMinister for Fmployment: T said
that prohably von eouldl eive employment
to nnemploved hy eetting them to oo through
the reports.
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AMr. LATIIAM: 1 misunderstoed the
Mini-ter. The reports, of course, do not
wwme into my hands.

The Premier: We have had o lot of lighe
reading provided for us during the last few
months, the reports on sceession, the case
for unmion, the report of the Agricultural
Bank Commission, and the report of the
State Grants Commis-ion — heaps of light
reading.

Mr. LATHAM. 1 wish to point out
tha* wn ave anxiously awaiting the de-

cision of the Giovernment regarding the per-
sonnel of the delegzation who are to present
the Case For Secession to the right quarter.
Iarliament was summoned specially to enn-
sider the matter, and sut For six weeks. Two
months have elapsed since Parliament de-
cided whet was wanted, and agreed with the
Government m all their proposals. We are
now waifing to hear what the Government
propose to do to give effect Lo the deeisinn
of Parliament. The Premier is aware thal
the Federal Government propose to spent
£20,000 in cireulating copies of the casz for
the union. It will not eoct the people of
this State £20,000 to give effect to the de-
cision of Parliament.

Mr, Sleeman: How much would il cost
vou to go home?

Afr. Thorn: Just the cost of the passport.

AMr. TATHAM: The member for Fre-
mantle las asked a rather embarrassing
question.

The Minister for Justice: Ask him to give
notice of it.

Mr. ATHAM: I hope an early an-
noun=<ement will be made beeause, even
though the delegation consists of some mem-
hers of the committee whe prepared the Caso
for Secession, they might desire to obtain
anite a lot of information before leavinu,
and early notification of appeintment would
give them opportunity to obtain it, while it
would alsn sutisfy people in the State who
wizh to reply to the Federal Governmeni
and io the State Grants Commissinn.  T£
ever this State was treated hadiy it was =0
treated by the=» gentlemen who investizated
nur disabilities. I do not wish to zn folly
into the question, but T think the House
should take an opportunity. as the Tasman-
ian Parliament did. to protect asainst the
findine< of the Commission. I am sure they
didd nat bhase their conclusions on the evi-
Gonee submitted. T read the cate presented
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hy the local committee, and it seemed to be
unanswerable.

The Minister for Employment: The Chair-
man had given his decision beforehand.

Mr. LATHAM: He had already pre-
judzed the e¢ase. An article had ap-
peared in the “Daily News,” and Professor
Giblin’s article appeared after he was ap-
pointed. I do not know that we ean do any-
thing heyond protesting against the treat-
ment mefed ont to Western Australia by the
Commissien. There i3 no doubt that ecom-
missions get us into trouble. I do not in-
tend to deal with the report of a commis-
sion that must be causing the Government
considerable trouble. T know that it is
causing members on this side of the House
mueh concern. I refer to the report
of the Royal Commission on the Agricul-
tural Bank. T was glad to receive from the
Premier this afternoon an assurance that
he will give memhers an opportunity to dis-
cuss the report. I am afraid the far-reach-
ing effects of that report will be experienced
for a long time. I can imagine that when
the printed report is circulated amongst the
heads of the Assoeiated Banks in Sydney—
those who have second mortgages on pro-
perties here—and amongst the heads of mer-
cantile institufions who have only agencies
in this State and who have given consider-
ahle eredif, it must cause ihem great
concern. In addition, the report must have
considerable effect in London. 1 hope the
fuliest opportunity will be afforded to dis-
cuszs the report and reeommendations of the
Commisgion. It is a matter that we cannot
consider without having the full text of the
report before us. Probably quite a lot of
important matier has been omitted from a
newspaper report, owing to the exigencies
of space, but I hope the Premier will facili-
tate a thorough diseussion of the matter and
see that no injustice is meted out. I also
hope that the Premier will not give effect
to any part of the report until Parliament
bas discissed it.

Mr. Lambert: A lot of the report wag
couched in very extravagant language.

The Premier: Anyhow, it will take some
time to prepare legislation o deal with the
matter.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, if effect is to be

iven to it. I am not sure that action wounld
not have heen taken regarding the Auditor-
Generai, unless a reasonably good reply is
made by him to the charges levelled against

[COUNCIL.]

him by the Commission. That would appear
to be your responsibility, Mr. Speaker, be-
canse the Auditor-General is an officer of
Parliament and not of the Government. A
very serious charge has been made against
him. The Auditor-General is appointed to
proteet the finances of the State, and to re-
port to members of this House. Probably,
however, he will be able to, reply to the
charges. I have not dealt with the finanecial
position of the State, because I eonsider that
a more suitable time for discussing finance
is when the Estimates are being considered.
I have also left quite a lot of other matters
for my friends on the back benches, and no
doubt they will deal effectively with them.’

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-

Journed,

House adjowrned at 7.52 p.m.
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Bill: Supply ?No. 1) £2,200,000, ZR. T 1

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LOTTERIES COM-
MISSION.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary : 1, What amount has been distributed
for charitable and other purposes from the
proceeds of lotteries conducted by the Lot-
teries Commission- to the end of July, 19349
2, What amount is now held for the above
purposes and undistributed to the same date?



